BOX CAR BUILDING
INSPIRATION

RICK GARTRELL




- OVERVIEW

* STANDARD DIAGRAMS AND DRAWINGS - BUT FEW EVER BUILT TO THE
STANDARD

PROTOTYPE EXAMPLES




OLD BOX CAR USES

« OLD BOX CARS (AND PASSENGER CARS) USED AS OFFICES AND STORAGE
BUILDINGS COMMONLY WITHIN SMALL YARDS, TERMINALS AND SOMETIMES
NEAR STATIONS.

* IN A FEW SITUATIONS THEY COMPRISED A FREIGHT STATION ALONG TEAM
TRACKS IN SMALL TOWNS.

« PRACTICE STARTED AS OLD WOODEN BOX CARS WERE RETIRED IN THE 1920S
AND 1930S; LATER STEEL BOX CARS CAME TO BE USED. SOME LASTED IN USE
WELL INTO THE 1960S AND 1970S.



B STANDARDS

« USING OLD BOX CARS BECAME SO COMMON THAT STANDARD DIAGRAMS AND
DRAWINGS WERE DEVELOPED WHICH SPECIFIED

+ ROOFING
+ SIDING
- SIZE AND NUMBER OF WINDOWS
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Along South Side Junction near Thurmond, WV
Source: COHS-41254



EXAMPLES

Source: COGH-412



" EXAMPLES




v EXAMPLES




EXAMPLES
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Quinnimont, WV
Source: COHS-44378



MODELS

« EASY PROJECT:
+ WOOD, DOUBLE SHEATHED BOX CAR
+ WINDOWS, DOORS, SMOKE JACK
« STYRENE SHEET AND SHAPE STOCK

« ‘TAR PAPER’ ROOFING Ei { “ .
[

 OTHER DETAILS AS DESIRED
* PAINT, GLUE




MODELS

Remove grab irons
Remove roof walk
Remove brake
platform

Cut holes for windows
and door

Glue windows and
doors into place



MODELS

Completed building side view




3 MODELS

Completed
building top view



MODELS




MODELS

Athearn blue box kit
Stripwood running board
Grandt Line window
Smokestack
Other details

il

Model and photo by George Dutka
Published in Mode/ Railroading with George Dutka, White River Productions 2022
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Y MODELS

Front Range model
Stripwood running boards
Grandt Line window
Grandt Line door frame
Black Cat Decals caboose door
Tichy grab irons

Smoke stack



